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Holidays & other Happenings
Valentine's Day History
Annotated By: Ethan Pham with Brandon Pham

The history of Valentine's Day is obscure and further clouded by
various fanciful legends. The holiday's roots are in the ancient
Roman festival of Lupercalia, a fertility celebration commemorated
annually on February 15. Pope Gelasius I recast this pagan festival
as a Christian feast day circa 496, declaring February 14 to be St.
Valentine's Day. Over the centuries, the holiday evolved and by the
18th century, gift-giving and exchanging handmade cards on
Valentine's Day had become common in England. Handmade
valentine cards made of lace, ribbons, and featuring cupids and
hearts eventually spread to the American colonies. The tradition of
Valentine's cards did not become widespread in the United States
until the 1850s. According to the Greeting Card Association, 25% of
all cards sent each year are valentines. Till this day, Valentines Day
is still celebrated as a National Holiday.
http://www.npr.org/2011/02/14/1336
93152/the-dark-origins-of-valentines
-day
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Annotated By: Ethan Pham

April Fools' Day, sometimes called
All Fools' Day, is one of the most
light-hearted days of the year. Its
origins are uncertain. Some see it as
a celebration related to the turn of
the seasons, while others believe it
stems from the adoption of a new
calendar.
Ancient cultures, including those of
the Romans and Hindus, celebrated
New Year's Day on or around April
1. In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII
(13th) ordered a new calendar to
replace the old Julian Calendar. The
new calendar called for New Year's
Day to be celebrated Jan. 1.
According to a popular explanation,
many people either refused to accept
the new date, or did not learn about
it, and continued to celebrate New
Year's Day on April 1. Other people
began to make fun, sending them on
"fool's errands" or trying to trick
them into believing something false.
Eventually, the practice spread
throughout Europe.

Previews &
Reviews

The History of St. Patrick's Day
Annotated By Ethan Pham
St Patrick's Day is celebrated annually on March 17th, the traditional religious feast day of St. Patrick
and the day he is believed to have died in 460 A.D. The Irish have observed this religious holiday for
thousands of years, but how did we come to celebrate St. Patrick's Day in the United States?

Who is St. Patrick?
St. Patrick is the beloved patron saint of Ireland. The Irish are famous for spinning exaggerated tales;
quite little is actually known about his life. We do know that St Patrick was born in Britain and that at the
age of 16 was captured by Irish raiders who attacked his family's estate. He was then transported to
Ireland where he was held captive for six years, It was then that he became a devout Christian,
embracing his religion for solace. From his writing, we know that a voice, which he believed to be that of
God, spoke to him in a dream, urging him to leave Ireland. He did. Walking nearly 200 miles, Patrick
escaped to Britain and undertook serious religious training.
After 15 years of study, Patrick was ordained as a priest and sent to Ireland. His mission was to minister
to Christians and to convert the Irish, then pre-dominantly pagans, to Christianity. Because Patrick was
familiar with the Irish language and culture from his years of captivity, he chose to incorporate Irish
ritual and symbols into his teachings rather than to eradicate Irish beliefs. Thus, was born the Celtic
cross. Patrick superimposed the sun, a powerful Irish symbol, onto the traditional Christian cross so that
the result would seem more natural to the Irish.
(http://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/history-of-st-patricks-day)
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Tang
Teacher Feature
By: Alex Clymer
Why did you become a teacher?
Mrs.Tang wanted to become a teacher to make a
difference in people’s lives, which is great if you ask me.
What inspired you to become a teacher?
She grew up with many people that were also teachers, such as
her mom and three of her aunts. When she was in 6th grade, Mrs.Tang
had a really fun social studies teacher; and she wanted to be like him. She
became a teacher in 1994 (which it being 2017, she has been teaching for
23 years!)
What is your favorite and least favorite part about teaching?
Mrs.Tang enjoys seeing people have those “lightbulb” moments. Her least
favorite part of being a teacher is keeping up with all of the grading
during the week and weekend.
What would you be if you were not a teacher?
If Mrs.Tang was not a teacher, she would have been

an optometrist,

because they seem pretty interesting to her; and she thinks it would be fun
to do the little eye games which are really intriguing as well.
What would you change about your class?
The only thing she could think of for changing her classroom is having a
bigger classroom with less students - to me she does pretty well with the
space she has. Being a teacher can be really fun, but it is also a little
difficult to prep everything.
What is the hardest part of being a teacher?
When she first became a teacher, she wasn’t sure on what to do; but as the
years passed, she figured it out and became a great teacher.
Do you enjoy giving out homework?
Mrs.Tang doesn’t enjoy giving out homework, but it is a part of getting a
strong education. It is also important that the students, like me, practice the
concepts we are learning in class.
What do you enjoy about teaching?
Mrs.Tang loves her job but also likes to relax and spend time with her
family in the summer. Her favorite subject is Math, and she really enjoys
teaching DBQ’s. Even though grading takes a long time to complete, she
enjoys working with her students!
Mrs.Tang is a great 6th grade teacher!
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