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Vision
We are committed to being a dynamic learning community that prepares each and every student for success now and in
the future.

Mission
We hold high expectations for all students through rigorous and relevant educational experiences that challenge them to
become responsible, ethical, and engaged citizens.

Focus Areas (How We Achieve Our Mission and Vision)
Focus Area 1.0—Academic Achievement
Student achievement is at the core of the PYLUSD mission and vision. We expect all students to demonstrate continued
and improved academic achievement in order to emerge college and career ready. In addition, students are provided an
array of enrichment opportunities to expand their educational experience.
Focus Area 2.0— Effective Instruction/Leadership
A dynamic, high-quality instructional program facilitates life-long habits of intellectual inquiry. We actively engage each
student in the learning process through the implementation of the core curriculum and effective instructional strategies,
including the use of technology. To this end, we strive to attract, train, and retain employees as well as develop strategic
leaders who embrace the vision and values of our district.
Focus Area 3.0— Engaged Community
Stakeholders play a vital role in the educational process. We value their opinions and feedback and seek to involve them
in decisions which impact the education of our students. We establish a culture which encourages positive relationships
among our students, staff, and parents as well as educational, business, and community partners.
Focus Area 4.0— Safe and Respectful Environment
A safe and respectful environment is essential to student success. We foster a culture that promotes the emotional health,
safety, and well-being of students, staff, and parents.
Focus Area 5.0— Optimized Resources
A critical measure of a school district’s performance is the effectiveness with which it utilizes and generates resources.
We ensure that all fiscal and capital resources maximize educational opportunities.
In an effort to avoid duplication of items, information already included in the district PYLUSD Handbook will not
be included here. Reference may be made to them; and it is expected that you will review that handbook and
discuss applicable information with your children. The handbook is available on the PYLUSD website. We also
have hard copies available in our school office. After you have reviewed both District and Morse handbooks,
please sign and return the tear-off sheet on the last page on or before Friday, September 16, 2016.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to Morse Elementary School, whose motto is “Morse Wildcats are responsible, respectful, prepared, and
kind.” With nearly 500 students, our school is dedicated to inspiring and supporting a love of learning. We have a longstanding commitment of bringing students, parents, staff, and community, together to work as a team to provide a safe place
to shape the academic, physical, emotional, and social development of our students. We also recognize and nurture individual
differences in a safe, stimulating, and academically-challenging environment. Preparing children for the future is our ultimate
goal; and we welcome you to a new and challenging school year, where we bring together home, school, and community to meet
these goals. We are very proud of the students, staff, and parents who make this school a GREAT place to learn!
In this handbook you will find important information concerning procedures, policies, and the School Wide Discipline Policy.
All information is explained under the concepts in our motto, “Responsible, Respectful, Prepared and Kind.” The following
guidelines will help every student accomplish success.
Please read and discuss the handbook with your child so that the expectations at Morse are clear for everyone. As always,
feel free to contact the office if you should have questions. We look forward to another wonderful school year, and we are
glad you are part of it!
Sincerely,

Cristina McCall
Principal

MORSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MISSION
The mission of Morse Elementary School is to ensure a high level of literacy and maximum achievement for all students. Working
with parents and community, we will provide a motivating and challenging curriculum within a safe and nurturing environment. All
students will have the opportunity to achieve outstanding academic and behavior standards, build varied technological and career
skills, and become productive, lifelong learners prepared to live in a diverse world.

CORE BELIEF
All children can learn. All administrators, teachers, support staff, parents, and students are
responsible for accomplishing that mission and ensuring that each child is successful.

MORSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL VISION


WE ARE A UNITED STAFF AND COMMUNITY, WORKING TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT ALL STUDENTS ARE MAKING
PROGRESS AND ACHIEVING SUCCESS AT THEIR ABILITY LEVEL



WE PROVIDE A NURTURING ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS FEEL COMFORTABLE LEARNING



WE VIEW ALL STUDENTS EQUALLY



WE MOTIVATE ALL STUDENTS



WE PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH TOOLS TO MEET ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES IN LIFE



WE EXPECT EVERY STUDENT TO BECOME A PRODUCTIVE CONTRIBUTOR TO OUR SCHOOL AND SOCIETY



WE EDUCATE PARENTS AS TO THE EXPECTATIONS AND STANDARDS FOR CHILDREN



WE IMPROVE STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES



WE EXPECT EVERY STUDENT TO BE LEARNING TO THEIR HIGHEST POTENTIAL

MORSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GOALS


FOCUS ON ACADEMICS AND DIRECTLY TEACHING STANDARDS IN THE CLASSROOM



PROVIDE QUALITY OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRAMS FOR ALL STUDENTS



MAXIMIZE INSTRUCTIONAL TIME-LIMIT INTERRUPTIONS TO TEACHING



HOLD HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS IN A NURTURING ENVIRONMENT



PROVIDE SUPPORT AND INTERVENTIONS-DURING SCHOOL



PARTICIPATE IN STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES



PROVIDE A POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT THAT ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO LEARN



UTILIZE TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES TO SUPPORT INSTRUCTION



INVOLVE PARENTS IN THEIR CHILD’S EDUCATION

MORSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COMPACT
All students at Morse Elementary have the right to be respected, be in a safe, clean environment, learn without disruptions, and have access to a
challenging, academic curriculum. Please review this compact with your children.
We expect all school community members to fulfill their responsibilities.

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES
















I will monitor my child’s work and check it for completion.
I will provide a quiet place for my child to study.
I will set a positive example for my child.
I will support and reinforce school behavior expectations.
I will encourage self-discipline in my child and provide appropriate consequences.
I will volunteer whenever I can in the classroom or at school.
I will teach good nutrition, hygiene, and health habits to my child.
I will ensure that my child will arrive at school on time every day with all needed materials.
I will ensure my child’s constant attendance in school.
I will read all school communications.
I will spend at least 20 minutes per day reading with my child and/or encourage him to read for 20 minutes daily.
I will attend Back-to-School Night, Parent Conferences, Open House, and Parent Information Nights.
I will support the school and its activities.
I will communicate with my child about what he is learning at school.
I will try to schedule appointments for my child before/after school.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
















I will be responsible for my own learning and behavior.
I will keep my hands, feet, and belongings to myself.
I will be responsible, respectful, prepared, and kind.
I will arrive at school on time, ready to learn, with all the materials I need and only school-appropriate items.
I will remain within designated areas at all times.
I will respect the rights of others to learn without distraction or disruption.
I will turn in assignments on time and completed.
I will show respect for personal and school property.
I will discuss with my parents what I am learning at school.
I will take all school communications home and give them to my parents.
I will actively participate in school activities.
I will show respect to other people and to myself.
I will be a good role model for younger students.
I will be honest and responsible.
I will learn to the best of my ability.

TEACHER & STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES













I will provide a safe, healthy, and positive learning environment.
I will regularly communicate the progress of each child via the STAR folder.
I will communicate classroom and homework expectations.
I will teach all necessary concepts before homework is assigned.
I will strive to address the needs of each child.
I will teach appropriate skills and concepts as reflected in grade level standards.
I will assess and return work in a timely manner.
I will be professional while working with students, parents, and peers.
I will strive to be a positive role model for the staff, students, and parents.
I will explain and consistently enforce classroom, playground, and District rules.
I will approach students positively with a rationale for consequences and/or citation.
I will investigate student concerns.

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS
Morse has rigorous but realistic academic and behavior standards and expectations. Students are required to make every effort to
achieve their potential. Demonstration of acceptable effort will result in higher passing grades and grade advancement at the end
of each year. Students who demonstrate a lack of effort will earn lower grades and possible grade level retention. They may also
be denied certain special privileges. As a staff, we realize student abilities differ and conditions may prevent a child from doing his
or her best work during a brief period of time. Our teachers make adjustments to accommodate individual needs. If you have any
questions or concerns about your child’s progress, please call the school to schedule an appointment with your child’s teacher.

HOMEWORK
Children need to establish a nightly routine, Monday through Thursday, for home study. This will promote good study habits that
will benefit them throughout their school years. Select a place and time that will be conducive to concentration and free from
distractions (TV, radio, friends, etc.). The study time should be consistent each night whether or not the child says he/she has
homework. (Setting a timer works well). Homework expectations are explained and detailed by grade level in the PYLUSD Parent
Information Packet. If you have questions or problems about the assignment or length of home study, please contact your child’s
teacher after checking in the planner (grades 3-6).

THE ADVANTAGES OF HOMEWORK





Keeps parents in touch with the school program.
Provides practice and review of concepts and standards taught during the school day.
Develops responsibility and self-discipline for students.
Promotes and encourages working independently and good study habits.

HOMEWORK POLICY DURING ABSENCES
Teachers will provide homework, upon request, when a student is absent. Work for each day absent will be available at the end of
the next day. Homework can be sent home with another child or picked up after the dismissal time. Work for planned extended
absences (5 or more consecutive days) is in the form of Independent Study Contract. This must be approved by the principal two
weeks prior to the absences. This information is also included in the PYLUSD Parent Information Packet.

ATTENDANCE: ABSENCES AND TARDIES
If your child is absent, please call the school by 8 AM. Students are required to have a written excuse for absences upon returning
to school if telephone contact has not been made. Absences and tardies will be closely monitored to provide each student with
maximum learning time. The school year calendar is included in the PYLUSD Parent Information Packet and on the website. Please
plan your family activities so as to facilitate maximum school attendance.
Tardiness can be a serious problem at school. Please ensure your child’s success and bring him/her on time. When a child is late,
it creates a disruption to the learning process for all students. Punctuality sets a positive habit for student responsibility and
success in the classroom. Tardiness can be a serious concern at school. Punctuality sets a good tone for student responsibility.
Excessive tardiness and/or absences (more than 3 days in a trimester) will result in structured recess with the principal
and/or referral to the district Attendance Review Board.

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES









Students may arrive on campus no earlier than 7:20 AM. There is no supervision for students prior to this time.
Students need to be in their class line on the upper grade blacktop at 7:40 a.m.
If arriving tardy to school, students must report directly to the office for a pass to class. If students arrive after 8:00, a
parent must enter the office with them to sign them in. All tardies will be strictly monitored, and three unexcused
tardies in any trimester will result in a structured recess with the principal. Parents will be notified by letter if students
have been tardy three or more times a trimester. Excused tardies include illness or a doctor/dentist appointment. A note from
the doctor or dentist is required.
Students must stay on the sidewalks when walking to and from school, always crossing streets carefully at corners or
crosswalks, and obeying the crossing guard’s instructions at all times. Parents should plan with children to take the safest
route. Students should never walk/run on the property of our neighbors.
Following dismissal, students must go directly home unless enrolled in that day’s enrichment class or Child Care. The school
does NOT provide supervision after school hours, except in Child Care.
If your child is to be detained after school for some reason, you will be notified ahead of time. Your child will not be kept after
school in excess of 10 minutes unless you have been contacted.












If it is necessary for you to pick up your child during school hours, please send the teacher a note ahead of time and then come
to the office to sign him/her out. This policy protects your child by allowing him/her to leave only when signed out by an adult
listed on your child’s emergency card. As a courtesy to our teachers, no student may be signed out if there is only 30
minutes or less left of the school day.
Do not park in the BUS ZONE or in the RED ZONES on Morse Avenue to drop off or pick up your children. It is illegal to
park there, and it creates a safety hazard.
Please be aware that City Ordinance forbids a left hand turn from the exiting driveway. The city does issue citations.
The Morse Valet Program operates from 7:30 to 7:45 AM daily in the parking lot to improve speedy school drop off. Please
follow guidelines carefully. DO NOT PARK in the Valet Zone at any time.
Children waiting for a parent who is late must remain in front of the office (not on the playgrounds or down the street at the
corner). Please help us with child safety by picking up your child on time.
Children are encouraged to walk home in groups.
If using the 2nd parking lot, pull into a marked space before allowing anyone to enter or exit the vehicle. PLEASE DO NOT
DROP OFF OR PICK UP STUDENTS IN THIS PARKING LOT IF NOT PARKED IN A MARKED SPACE. The parking lot
will be closed at 7:45 for parking.
The City of Placentia conducts street sweeping on designated Monday mornings. Do not park on the city street in front of the
school on Mondays. The city does issue citations.

BICYCLE RIDING/SCOOTER/SKATEBOARD RULES
Students in grades 4 through 6 may ride bicycles to school. Students must follow all safety laws and wear a helmet to and from
school. For safety reasons, students must walk their bikes, when entering and leaving school grounds and on sidewalks and walkways.
It is recommended that students always lock them up in the bike racks. Bikes are not allowed inside the school campus. Only those
students who are riding a bike may be in the bike rack area. Scooters or skateboards are not allowed as there is no safe and
secure area for storage during the school day.

BUS TRANSPORTATION
In order to ride the bus to/from school daily, students must have a bus pass. Bus passes are issued at the District Transportation
Office. Call 714-985-8418 for information.
 Student safety is of utmost importance. All children must obey the bus driver at all times. He/she is the District authority at
the bus stop and on the bus.
 All children must remain seated during the entire trip and must keep head, arms, and belongings inside the bus.
 All children must speak quietly and with only those students in the same seat.
 All children must get on and off the bus only at their regular stop.
 Only routine supplies (books, lunch, etc.) are to be carried on the bus. No animals or balloons, etc.
 Objects may not be thrown inside the bus or out of the windows.
 Eating food or drinking beverages on the bus is prohibited.
 School behavior rules must be followed on the bus.
 Any person who receives a report of misconduct may be denied permission to ride the bus. The bus driver and/or the
Supervisor of Transportation shall make the decision in this matter.
 You must notify your child’s teacher and the school office in writing if you do not want your child to ride the bus on a
specific day. Unless we hear from you, your child will be sent to the bus after school.
 Additional bus riding information is included in your PYLUSD Parent Information Packet.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS: GUIDELINES
Each student is expected to follow the Morse School Motto, “Morse Wildcats are responsible, respectful, prepared, and kind.”
This respect extends to all members of the school staff and student body, as well as to the rights and property of others. All
school rules must be followed. Students are taught the rules at school and can expect that others will follow them also. Conflict
Management Strategies are also taught to all students as a means to resolve any problems. The basic conflict management
strategies are listed below.

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT
Stop! – Student being bothered puts up his/her hand and tells the student that is bothering
him/her to stop. Say it firmly and mean it.
Walk! – If the bothering student does not stop then the student being bothered is to turn
slightly and walk to where there are others, preferably an adult.
Talk! – Talk with an adult about the problem and what happened when the bothering student was
told to stop.

BEHAVIOR REWARDS AND INCENTIVES
We strive to focus on the positive and have many incentives available. All students have the opportunity to receive:

Morse Medals

These medals are to be given for any positive behavior that merits recognition. Students may save their Morse Medals and redeem
them each trimester for the following rewards:
 40 Morse Medals = Ice Cream
 60 Morse Medals = #1 Surprise Bag
 80 Morse Medals = K-3 Gr. = Storybook Garden (Listen to a story read by the principal or other VIP and receive a
free book)
4-6 Gr. = Game on field with principal (i.e. Wacko, soccer, kickball games)
 100 Morse Medals = Pizza lunch/movie with principal
Morse Medals may be carried over into the next trimester but expire at the end of every school year. Other rewards may be
added throughout the year.

Caught in the Act!
These are recognition slips given to students by any staff person when the student is “caught” being responsible, respectful,
prepared, or kind. One part of the three-part slip is for the student to take home and share about why he/she received it. The
second part goes on the wall in the Lunch Area for all students to see. The third part of the slip goes to the principal for a Wildcat
Superstar card and academically appropriate prize. Students receive a prize for each “Caught in the Act” slip they receive!
Recognition is also noted in the Tuesday letter.

Award Recognition
An Awards Assembly is scheduled at the end of each trimester to recognize students overall academic achievement. Invitations are
sent to parents of students who will be honored.

Honor Roll
Students in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 have the opportunity to be additionally recognized for high academic success at the end of each
trimester. Those earning one of the three honor rolls (Honors, High Honors, Principal’s Honor Roll) are presented with certificates
at the awards assemblies. Parents of the award recipients are invited to attend the primary and/or upper grade assemblies.

Wildcat Awards
These awards may be given for:
 overall improvement
 good sportsmanship
 voluntary acts of kindness or thoughtfulness
 consistent responsibility
 superior participation in school activities or events
 good and/or improved work habits, behavior, interaction, peer teaching
 good organizational skills
 volunteering to help in or outside of class
 using good problem-solving strategies
 being student of the day/month
 outstanding academic achievement

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS: CONSEQUENCES
Please review the school-wide behavior expectations and the school-wide Discipline Plan at the end of this handbook.

EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS
The school is not responsible for injuries that occur on the campus when authorized supervision is not present. Please do not send
children to play at school unattended before/after school or on weekends. There is no skateboarding, roller blading, bicycle riding,
or riding razors on campus during or after hours. If you see anyone vandalizing or destroying school property, please call the
Placentia Police Department at 714-993-8164 or the District hotline at 714-996-6060 immediately. The Police Dept. keeps
a database of all evidence of past events for comparison purposes. Please be aware that dogs are not allowed on campus at
any time.

CHILD CARE
Child Care is offered on the Morse campus on school days from 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM. Students must be enrolled to participate.
Further information is available by calling the Child Care Director at 714-524-6300, ext 34048 or 714-993-5465.

EQUIPMENT
Only items recommended by the classroom teacher may be brought to school. No toys, trading cards, or sports equipment (soccer
balls etc.) may be brought from home unless the teacher or principal gives written approval. This includes all electronic devices.
While students are allowed to have cell phones, they must remain off and in the students’ backpacks during the school day.
Consequence: items will be taken away and returned to the parent or guardian at an appropriate time. No laser pointers or similar
objects may be brought to school. Other important details, especially those for which a student can be expelled, are described in
the PYLUSD Parent Information Packet.

HEALTH AND SAFETY PROCEDURES
You will be notified promptly if your child becomes seriously ill or is seriously injured at school. If you are unavailable, the school
will follow the directions given on the child’s emergency card concerning your physician and others who are to be notified. Please
keep your child’s emergency card up to date by notifying the office immediately if there are any changes. Health reasons for which
your child should be kept home are detailed in the PYLUSD Parent Information Packet.

HOME/SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
Morse School makes every attempt to communicate effectively with parents. You may request a meeting with your child’s teacher
at any time. The main vehicles for communication include:
 TUESDAY LETTER (bi-monthly) from the principal or PTA Newsletter
 STAR FOLDERS - This folder goes home every Tuesday and includes corrected assignments, memos to parents, notes from
teachers, upcoming assignments, and school newsletters. Please read and check thoroughly. Sign where necessary and
return the STAR folder to the teacher every Wednesday.
 PLANNER BOOKS - All students in grades 3 through 6 write daily assignments for parents to review. Notes can be written to
teachers regularly.
 BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT - A night to explain the curriculum, instructional strategies, and classroom management procedures.
(parents/guardians only)
 PARENT CONFERENCES - K-6 once a year in November. (parents/guardians and students attend)
 PARENT INFORMATION NIGHTS – Family nights are held several times per year. Evenings for parents to learn more about
school curriculum and programs and receive information to help improve student learning. These include parent education nights
and assemblies.
 OPEN HOUSE - A night where students share their work in progress during the school year. (parents/guardians and students
attend)
 MEETINGS - PTA (monthly), School Site Council, English Language Advisory Committee, Parent Advisory Committee where
school information is discussed.
 MARQUEE - Information posted in front of school.
 WEBSITE - www.morseschool.net

LIBRARY CHECK OUT RULES





Students in grades 1-6 may check out two library items at a time. Kindergarten students may only check out one item at a time.
All library items are due one week from when they are checked out. If a student has not finished the book or magazine, it may
be renewed for another week; but it must be brought back to be renewed. Most items may be renewed several times.
If a student has any overdue items, he/she may not check out or renew any other items until the overdue item is cleared.
Students are responsible for all items that are checked out to them. If an item is lost, damaged, or stolen while checked out,
the student is responsible for paying for that item. He/she may not check out or renew any other items until the account has
been cleared. A letter will be sent home for parents, letting them know how much must be paid for the lost or damaged item to
clear the account. Privileges will be reinstated as soon as the account is cleared.

LOST AND FOUND
Please LABEL jackets and sweaters, lunch containers, and back packs. Articles of clothing and lunch pails that remain unclaimed
are taken to the “Lost and Found” cart in the Multi-Purpose Room. At the end of the TRIMESTER, unclaimed and unmarked items
are donated to a charitable organization.

MEALS AT SCHOOL
We are committed to providing a safe and welcoming environment for all of the children at our school. Many children have known
food allergies that could potentially be life-threatening. As a result, the Morse staff has collectively determined that
classroom birthday celebrations will not include food of any kind.
Classroom Birthday Celebrations: The following are suggestions for families to celebrate special events in lieu of sending
treats/food for the class:
 Donate a book to the school library or classroom in honor of your child’s birthday with his/her name inside
 Make a donation toward playground or physical education/activity equipment such as jump ropes or balls for their classroom
In keeping with the District Wellness Policy, please adhere to the following guidelines:
 If your child forgets to bring a lunch to school, you may drop off a sack lunch in the school office. Students will be
instructed to check in the office before their lunch period. To ensure quality instructional time, children will not be called
out of class to pick up lunch.
 Fast food lunches (i.e.; McDonald’s, Burger King etc.) for students are highly discouraged.
 District policy prohibits carbonated beverages of any kind on campus for children.
 Large bags of chips, (such as Flaming Hot Cheetos, Doritos, etc) beyond the lunch size, or candy are not allowed during
lunch or break
 For student safety (potential allergic reactions), students may not share their lunch or bring food to share with other
students during the lunch hour.
 Students will be able to charge meals only up to $5.50. If a student comes through the meal line and has charged
the maximum $5.50, an alternate meal will be provided. Nutrition Services has a new system in place that allows all
students to use the Student ID (which is the number they use for the computer) as the Cafeteria PIN; therefore, students
only have to learn one number!
Breakfast and lunch meals are available at Morse. Breakfast, including a beverage is $1.50; and lunch, including milk, may be
purchased for $2.75. A breakfast and lunch menu will be included in your child’s STAR folder at the first of each month.
Information about prepaying for your child’s meals is available in the PYLUSD Parent Information Packet, including either sending a
check or the opportunity to prepay using an online system through the District website www.pylusd.org.
 Students bringing lunch may purchase milk for 50¢ or juice for 75¢.
 Students without lunch or lunch money will be permitted to call home for a lunch. Occasionally, if no one can be contacted,
students will be provided with crackers and milk. The school is unable to loan money to students.
LUNCH TABLE RULES
Students must follow the directions of all adult supervisors at the lunch tables and on the playground.
1. All food must be eaten at the lunch tables.
2. Proper table manners are to be used.
3. Shouting is not permitted.
4. Students will place refuse in trash containers carefully, leaving the eating area clean.
5. Students are to remain at the lunch tables until all trash is disposed of and their table is dismissed to walk to the yard by
the noon supervisor.

SCHOOL DRESS STANDARDS
Morse Elementary School dress standards have been established in order to promote high expectations for behavior, academic
performance, and a policy of modesty. Students should come to school dressed appropriately for the task of learning both in the
classroom and during Physical Education class. All clothing should be in good repair and of appropriate size. Clothing and personal
appearance should be conducive to a positive educational atmosphere so as not to interfere with the learning process.
 All garments, including hats, may not have printed messages or pictures relating to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or violence. Any
messages must positively relate to school and others. No WWE pictures or graphics.
 TOP WEAR - All tops must have at least “two finger width” of fabric at the shoulders or must have a crew, collar, shallow
neckline. All top wear must be size appropriate. No backless or spaghetti straps are allowed. Undergarments must be
covered.
 OUTER WEAR - Appropriate top wear must be worn under jackets, sweaters, and sweatshirts.
 BOTTOM WEAR - All pants, shorts, capris, skirts, and skorts must fit properly at the waist, must not be worn lower than the
top of the hip, must be hemmed (not frayed) at appropriate length (not extending beyond the heel of the shoe). Shorts, skirts,
jumpers, and skorts may not be shorter than mid-thigh range. Bottom wear must be belted or properly fitted at the waist.
Belts must be of appropriate length. No wide, baggy, sweats may be worn. Shredded fabric for school clothing is not permitted.
 DRESSES/JUMPERS - All dresses and jumpers must follow the same guidelines for Top Wear and Bottom Wear.
 HEADWEAR - Headwear may be worn outside for sun protection or warmth only. Headwear with a bill must be worn with the
bill in the front. Headwear should be marked with the student’s name to avoid loss. In the interest of hygiene, students must
not wear other students’ headwear.
 SAFETY/LEARNING ENVIRONMENT - To prevent children from wearing clothing that may interfere with their own safety or
that may disrupt the learning process, the following are not allowed:
 Flip flops, thin strap sandals, backless shoes, open-toed footwear, jellies, high heels, heelies, or other shoes that might
interfere with safe footing.
 Jewelry or accessories that constitute a distraction or a safety hazard e.g. large hoop, spike, or dangling earrings,
studded bracelets, necklaces, and heavy chains.
 Apparel, jewelry, or accessories that promote racial, ethnic, or religious prejudice or inappropriate logos or slogans
such as beer, alcohol, tobacco or drug advertisements, weapons, or sexual/profane language. Items or sayings that send
negative messages are not allowed.
 Clothing that is too tight or revealing, which does not reach below the waist, or which allows underclothing to show, e.g.
mesh, tank, skimpy, backless, short, halter, sheer or low cut tops or those with spaghetti straps.
 Extremes in style or color of hair that distracts from the learning process.
 Makeup


Consequences -Any student who wears clothing that is inappropriate will be asked to change to appropriate attire, or
parents will be called to bring appropriate clothing. Students with extreme hair color or style or makeup will be asked to wash
up in the Health Office.

SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS OR VISITS
All teachers welcome extra hands in the classroom! There are a number of ways that you can help. Your child’s teacher will
communicate with you the ways in which they might need your assistance. If you are interested in volunteering in your child’s
classroom, please contact the teacher to arrange a consistent day and time during the week. District policy does not permit
non-school age children (siblings) in classrooms while volunteering.
 If you would like to visit or observe your child’s class, please call or send a note to request a visitation at least 24 hours prior
to your requested date. The teacher will coordinate with the principal a date and time for your visit.
 We will try to schedule the time when your child is engaged in an activity at which he/she is successful. Having the parent
observe him/her succeeding at school will improve his/her attitude toward studies, as well as self-esteem. To avoid disruption
to the classroom environment, and remaining consistent with District practice, observations are limited to 20 minutes while
accompanied by an administrator.
 Teachers are unable to confer with parents during class hours and may also have playground duty during recess. Teachers will
be happy to schedule an appointment to discuss concerns or student progress.
 Always report to the school office and receive a volunteer/visitor pass prior to going on campus during school hours. Stop by
the office before leaving to check out as well.
 Volunteers must only stay in the classroom they are volunteering for during their assigned time. For the safety of all students,
visiting playgrounds or other classrooms is not allowed.

A Message from your PTA President
Hello, Morse Parents and Families!
As your 2016-2017 PTA President, I would like to welcome back all of our returning families and extend a warm welcome to all of
our new Wildcat families.
To our incoming PTA Executive Board and to all of our Morse volunteers - I look forward to working with each of you. I also look
forward to meeting our new volunteers throughout the year.
“The overall purpose of PTA is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and communities to
advocate for all children.”
We accomplish this goal by coming together with our talented and dedicated staff:
*to provide enriching programs like our many field trips and assemblies
*provide opportunities like family nights where students and families can come together to create memories and feel a part of their
community
*promote health and well-being with programs such as Red Ribbon week and Jog-A-Thon
*promote learning by providing students with fun opportunities like our Book Fairs
It is my hope that we as a PTA, as parents, as staff, and as a community can come together to provide these things for our
children.
I strongly encourage all of you to get involved in volunteering this year. I know we all have very busy lives, but taking an hour to
volunteer at the Book Fair, or at a family night or at our talent show, or anywhere that you feel you can make a contribution will be
rewarding and appreciated.
If there are any questions that you may have about PTA or volunteering, feel free to reach out to me. My contact information is
below. I look forward to a wonderful year!
Ino Melton
PTA President
Morse Elementary
inomelton@gmail.com

PTA BOARD
President – Ino Melton
1st VP – Jake Pon
2nd VP – Ruby Chavez
Secretary – Sandy Gutierrez

Auditor – Mark Johnson
Historian – Maria Mejia
Parliamentarian – Wendy Doeding
Treasurer – Julie Lama

PTA Activities and Programs


















Box Tops - The school receives monies for each "box top" collected.
Carnival - This is a great opportunity for everyone to come together and just have fun.
Disaster Preparation - The PTA supports the maintenance of proper supplies needed in the event of emergency or disaster.
Family Nights -A family event that includes entertainment, parent information, or curriculum focus such as reading, math, or
science and technology nights, as well as bingo or a movie.
Fundraisers –These include our Fall Fundraiser and our Jog-a-Thon. Proceeds from these events
benefit the many student programs, incentives, assemblies, field trips, library, supplies, and technology.
Holiday Gift Giving - This is a chance for us to give back to our community by collecting food and distributing it to the needy.
Honorary Service - We honor teachers, parents, and other outstanding individuals who have served the school and the
community.
Classroom Volunteer Parents - Parents help teachers with class projects and prepare classroom materials.
Tuesday STAR Folder Crew - These are very important volunteers who copy and distribute information for our weekly STAR
folders.
Loved Ones’ Day - Parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents, and other loved ones come to the school and enjoy a few hours of fun
activities and reading with students. This event happens in conjunction with Read-Across-America and Dr. Seuss’s birthday.
Outdoor Education - Sixth graders attend the Orange County Department of Education Outdoor Science School.
PTA Monthly Board Meetings - are open to anyone interested in attending and getting involved. They are held on the second
Monday of every month. Please check our website for any changes due to holidays.
PTA Membership - This offers the opportunity to support or be part of a network of people who believe in the promotion of
parent and public involvement in schools and communities. We strive for 100% participation.
Red Ribbon Week – is part of a nationwide celebration encouraging healthy, drug-free lifestyles.
Reflections – is National PTA’s cultural arts program in which all students are encouraged to express their thoughts and
feelings through the creative arts.
Talent Show - Morse stars shine in our talent show.
Yearbooks – Ordered yearbooks are distributed at the end of the school year and serve as a meaningful memento of students’
Morse Elementary experiences.

MORSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STAFF
Principal……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Cristina McCall
Title I/ELD Coach……………………………………………………………………………………………TBA
School Improvement Coordinator...………………………………………………………….……Karen Skokan
School Secretary………………………………………………………………………………………………Laurie Mitcheltree
Clerk…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Monica Sandoval

Teaching Staff

Support Staff

Adriana Garcia-Ruiz
Jon Gomez
Julie Lama
Charlene Korsvall
Cyndi McClelland
Lynette Parelli
Marlene Beltran
Karen Ricotta
Patricia Simmons
Katie Leyva
Karen Skokan
Claudia Sundstrom
Tami Tang
Ana Zamora-Lopez
Jennifer Callahan
Kristin Tesoro

Nora Sanchez - RSP
Stan Edelbrock - Speech
Eric Stoffel – Physical Education
Bob Wilson/Scott Arakawa – Instrumental Music
Carey Mottershead – Vocal Music
Stacy Behan – Child Care Director
Jennifer Gathright – Computer Lab
Celina Loya – Food Services
Patricia Vanderheide – Health Clerk
Erika Pedyash – RSP Aide
Elizabeth Casuga - Library
Ricardo Ragazzo – Night Custodian
Donny Costello – Plant Coordinator

MORSE VALET-MORNING DROP OFF
We need YOUR help to make the Morse Valet a safety success! The Valet service has been designed to make the most of our
resources. In order for us to assist you, we are asking that you follow these helpful safety rules for arrival:
1. We strongly urge that families arrive at school between 7:20-7:35 for the convenience of getting their child to school
on time and avoiding traffic congestion.
2. As you enter the parking lot, move to the right and enter the Morse Express lane designated by the orange cones. Children
may exit the car from the passenger side only onto the curb. Make sure that you communicate to your children to report
straight to the lunch area where there is supervision.
3. Please pull as far forward into the yellow lane as possible. Remember, this lane is a moving lane, with no cut-ins, so
prepare to keep moving forward until all cars are stopped and your child can exit your car. If your child is not ready for
drop off, please exit the lot and return to the lane. For the program to be successful, it is essential that we keep the
curbside traffic moving. Everyone cooperating together will reduce the time and stress of drop off. It is never safe or
acceptable to drop a child off in the middle of the lot. Please do not stop at the double gates and have your children exit
when there is room to pull forward.
4. You may park in the east parking lot, (the one near the fields,) before 7:45 where children can use the sidewalk and enter
the gates onto the field or blacktop. After that time, students will be exiting the blacktop and reporting to their classrooms.
The parking lot will be CLOSED at 7:45 am in the mornings. All students after 7:45 will use the gates at the front of
the school or office to enter. Remember – students are in their seats in the classroom at 7:50.
5. Carpools will have the best success at drop off in the east parking lot since it is less congested.
6. Please have your child report promptly to the lunch area where there is supervision. DO NOT park or get out of your car
while in the yellow lane. It will block traffic. Our goal is to keep traffic flowing smoothly and safely, allowing vehicles
to exit quickly.
7. Please DO NOT pull into or park in the bus lanes on the street in front of the school. Bus and fire vehicles need to have
clearance for safety reasons.
8. Come to a complete stop for drop off service.
9. Make eye contact with the student valet or supervisor, and indicate to your child that it is safe for them to open the
passenger door(s) for the student(s) to exit.
10. Students or supervisor are to open and close the car door(s).
11. Students MUST exit on the passenger side of the car ONLY! (curb-side)
12. Drive slowly through the lane and out of the parking lot. City ordinance requires right turns only from driveway since
they allow for better flow of traffic.
13. Please be mindful of the safety crosswalk as you exit the parking area.
14. Students may NEVER be dropped off in the middle of the parking lot. Drop off will be for those entering the yellow lane.
Refrain from walking across the lane. Students should NEVER cross the parking lot unescorted by an adult.
15. Please DO NOT park on the opposite side of the street in front of the houses and cross the busy street blocking traffic. We
encourage you to use the marked crosswalks and sidewalks to enter the schools grounds safely.

As always, thank you for your cooperation and support! You have been a great key to the success of the morning valet, and we are
working diligently to ensure the safety of our students.

MORSE EXPRESS VALET-AFTERNOON PICK-UP
We need YOUR help to make the Morse Express Valet Program a safety success! Our program has been designed to make the most
of our resources. In order for us to assist you, we are asking that you follow these helpful safety rules for dismissal:
1. Before entering the Morse Express lane, be sure your child has been dismissed and is aware that you will be waiting. Make
sure that you communicate so that children will know to come straight to the pickup area without stopping or talking with
friends.
2. You may park in the east parking lot, (the one by the fields) before 2:15, or 1:15 on Wednesdays. After that time, students
will be exiting the building and crossing the parking area to get to the bus lanes. We cannot allow cars to cross the student
crosswalk and endanger our children. Please pull forward into the yellow lane AFTER 2:15 to pick up your child.
Remember, this lane will be a moving lane, with no cut-ins, so prepare to keep moving forward. If your child is not
available for pickup, please exit the lot and return to the lane. For the program to be successful, it is essential that we keep
the curbside traffic moving. Everyone cooperating together will reduce the time and stress of pick up.
3. Carpools and daycare vans will have the best success at pickup in the east parking lot since it has less congestion. You can
park and wait; and there is a convenient sidewalk for the children’s safety. Encourage your partners to meet you there.
4. Please remind your child to report promptly after class dismissal to the front of the school building in front of the main
office. This will make it easy to locate students. Advise your child to watch for your vehicle and move forward as you
approach. If your child takes a long time to pack up for dismissal, you may want to enter the lane a little later after the bell,
knowing that you will not be able to wait more than 3-5 minutes in the lane to pick up. Some parents have found it to
their advantage to arrive at school a few minutes after the bell has rung so their children have time to walk to the
front of school.
5. DO NOT park or get out of your car while in the yellow lane. It will block traffic. Our goal is to keep traffic flowing
smoothly and safely, allowing vehicles to exit quickly.
6. Please DO NOT pull into or park in the bus lanes on the street in front of the school. Bus and fire vehicles need to have
clearance for safety reasons.
7. Pull up as far forward as possible next to the yellow curb.
8. Come to a complete stop for pick-up service.
9. Make eye contact with your child, indicating approval for them to open the passenger door(s) to enter.
10. Students or duty teachers are to open and close the car door(s).
11. Students MUST enter on the passenger side of the car ONLY! (curb-side)
12. Drive slowly through the lane and out of the parking lot. Right turns only are permitted since they allow for better flow of
traffic.
13. Please be mindful of the safety crosswalk as you exit the parking area.
14. Students may NEVER be picked up in the middle of the parking lot. Pickup will be for those entering the yellow lane.
Refrain from walking across the lane. Crosswalks and walkways are provided for your safety.
15. Please DO NOT park on the opposite side of the street in front of the houses and cross the busy street blocking traffic.

As always, thank you for your cooperation and support! You have been a great key to the success of the program, and we are
working diligently to ensure the safety of our students.

Morse Wildcats are responsible, respectful, prepared and kind.

School Wide Behavior Expectations
Location or
Time /
Expectation

Playground

Bathrooms

Lunch Area

MPR
Transitions

Responsible




Respectful & Kind


Treat others with respect,
students and adults

Eating – at lunch tables or if
1-2 against 600 bld.

“Expect Respect”

Get in, do your business and

Respect other’s privacy
get out

If supplies or cleaning are
needed then tell an adult

Flush toilet

Wash hands (TPM)

Use inside voices

Trash in trash can

If all facilities in use, wait
outside

Pick up all trash on ground and 
Treat others with respect,
tables
students and adults

Monitors for class cleans tables 
Visit with appropriate
volume voices

Trash in cans

Quiet when whistle blown

Sit at assigned tables

Wait at tables until dismissed
by supervisor

Stand in orderly line with
hands and feet to self

Walk in and out quietly,

Sitting quietly
orderly and with hands and feet to

Clap appropriately
self.

Walk

Be quiet
Play in assigned area
Appropriate use of equipment
Use P.E. Rules

Prepared

Use restroom and get
drinks during recess

Take out things
needed or wanted at recess


Use during recess


Bring your lunch to
school in the morning or
get a school lunch.

Leave playground
equipment/lunches in
designated area


Take what you need
when you leave

Arrival /
Departure

Classroom

Office
Library &
Computer
Lab




BE ON TIME
Be only in supervised areas
o In the morning, line up on the
Blacktop
o After school, leave campus or
wait at front of school for ride

Walk!

Any student brought cell
phones are kept in backpacks and
are turned off.

Dress for learning

Active listening / Whole body
listening/look like a student

Dress according to dress code,
including hair

Do your work, on time

Be a problem solver

During school day, must come
with a pass


Treat others with respect,
students and adults


Arrive at school with
homework completed and
necessary supplies

Take home work and
necessary materials when
leaving for the day.


Treat others with respect,
students and adults

Allow others to learn – stay
in your seat/listen during lessons


Come in with
necessary materials, right
away




Clean up after yourself

Treat equipment and materials
with respect

Work quietly


Follow directions the first
time

Treat others with respect,
students and adults

Raise your hand for help

Walk to and from quietly

Wait patiently

Keep hands & feet to your
self


If there as a
consequence, then bring
work or a book

Arrive with what you
need to do your work

Enter quietly

Bus – Inside 
Walk directly to the bus
and Out

Sit three to a seat without
instruction from driver

Not eating or drinking

Stay seated until told to get up
Everywhere 
Keep hands, feet, and objects to 
Treat others with respect,
self
students and adults


Bus pass attached in
visible location on back
pack

School-Wide Discipline Plan
Behavior Expectations, Consequences and Positive Recognition
Morse Wildcats are Responsible, Respectful, Prepared and Kind.
Our goal at Morse is to make the school environment safe for children in every aspect. The staff demonstrates an overall sense of caring, provides safety and protection,
promotes and models respect for diversity and share equally in the responsibility of maintaining a safe, respectful and inclusive learning environment. All staff is responsible
for enforcing the Schoolwide Discipline Plan and for correcting inappropriate behavior of every Morse student.
School-Wide Expectations
 Follow directions of all staff on campus
 Use appropriate language
 Keep, hands, feet and objects to ourselves
 Care for property (This includes school, personal property and the property of others)
Classroom Behavioral Expectations & Consequences
When a problem behavior is observed, every effort is made to teach - reteach – redirect – and/or reinforce expected behavior. When teacher interventions appear to not help
to correct behavior, classroom teachers apply their classroom consequences. These are explicitly taught and posted in clear view for students to see. They are also reviewed
with parents at Back to School Night.
Schoolwide & Classroom Consequences
 Verbal Warning
 Written Reflection/Documented conversation
 Loss of Privileges/Parent Notification
 Time Out (in buddy classroom)/Parent Notification
 Classroom Behavior Ticket
 An Office Referral occurs when:
 Student has received three classroom behavior tickets
 three playground behavior tickets
 Severe Clause - This plan is activated when there is an immediate threat or harm to a staff member and students and shall provide for the staff and
students to be returned to a safe learning condition. Removal of a student from the classroom is a drastic measure reserved for students who pose a
harm to themselves or others.
Playground Tickets During Recess & Lunch
Students are expected to follow all playground rules during recess and lunch. P.E. rules govern all games played. Fair and consistent application is important. If a student is
observed not following a rule, the process followed by supervisors and teachers is typically the following:
 verbal warning
 5 min timeout
 Playground behavior ticket
The playground tickets are turned in to the classroom teacher. After receiving three behavior tickets, the classroom teacher submits an office referral and attaches the
playground tickets.
Office Referral Consequences
When a student is sent to the office for disciplinary reasons, a conference with the principal or designee is required; and appropriate consequences are assigned. A note will
be sent home to the parents for signature indicating the reason for the referral and that they have received and reviewed the notice with their child. Consequences will depend
on severity and frequency of misconduct and can result in loss of privileges,
in-house suspension, formal suspension, and possible school transfer.

Please sign and return only this portion to school with your student by Friday, September 16.
I have reviewed the 2016-2017 Morse Elementary Parent / Student Handbook and the PYLUSD
2016-2017 Back To School Parent Information Handbook. I have also discussed the applicable sections
with my children that attend Morse Elementary.
_____________________

________________________

Parent or guardian Signature

Parent or guardian name – Printed

Please print the name of your student that attends Morse.

